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Museum on Main 
and 

Gallery on Galena 

 
Museum Hours: 

Saturdays: 9 to 2 
Gallery Hours:  

First Saturdays: 10-1 
 

 

Admission is free, 
and our volunteers 

will show you around. 

Board of Directors 
2020-2021 

 

   Fall Programs to Focus on Illinois History 

’ ’
’

’

“Mussels, Moonshine, and Music: Migrant Workers in the 
Century along the Mississippi” How’s tha

will guide us on an exciting voyage of discovery. He’ll introduce us to the

and St. Louis. Dennis holds a master’s degree in history from SIU

’

located in Everett McKinley Dirksen’s hometown of Pekin, 

Senate’s Republican 

nhance the public’s 

t’s famous saying

Brian “Fox” Ellis
’

through time to an encounter with Black Hawk’s Band on the eve of 
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TISKILWA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

e’re

New and Renewed Members  

Individuals & Families 

 Sponsors  

Friends 

Patron 

Promoter 

Silver Benefactor 

Platinum Benefactor 

REMINDERS:  If you are retired from or employed by a 
company with a MATCHING GIFTS Program,  

we’ll cheerfully complete the paperwork! 
friends with “Classic Rides” joined in the fun

In Memoriam 
 

Ed & Helen Pettegrew 
Deko Miller 
Keith Miller 

Anna Fisher Meyer 
Phyllis Sims 

–

–
“Cha he ”

is year’s

year’s planning committee:  (THS ’84),
’84), (THS ’81),

(THS ‘ (THS ’7 (THS ’63).
(THS ’71) and 

(THS ’70) shared touching and humorous memories of 

when 1971’s “Joy to the World” by Three Dog Night was 

Lookin’ great for old timers, (THS ’61), and 
‘6

fixin’s

C’mon, let’s not allow 

TISKILWA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

2



3

The Wapsipinicon, September 2021 
’

’

TISKILWA’S LINK TO 
It’s a Norman Rockwell image ty summer’s day in 

The most recent clue for the Tiskilwa Historical Society’s 
“Link to ” theory surfaced 

out Andrew’s visit with Abe Lincoln on that July day
e’ve turned up several accounts to 

’ ’

of Lincoln’s visit Mary B. Steimle’s
“Did you 

President?” (p
is that Margaret’s mother 

“
f geese.” 

It’s well documented that, 

on’s ’

the “gaggle of geese”

er clipping stating that “Mr. Lincoln 

who then resided at Tiskilwa, Illinois.” 

’

le town, with “150 
inside of its ‘L’ form, 100 wind
34 beds.” (Steimle, 

’

coln’s 
Tiskilwa’s Bicentennial 

’

“Lincoln is 

ois.” 

that he’d 
ilwa’s hotel

The “wild hair”

’

’

It wasn’t long before BCHS’s 

recollection of Lincoln’s visit

“My father heard Lincoln’s speech in Bryant Woods when, as 
he related, all roads leading into Princeton were filled with 
horses and carriages as far as the eye could see. Upon this 
occasion, Mr. Lincoln arrived . . . at Tiskilwa, where he 
remained until morning at the village hotel, when he rode to 
Princeton in a “hack,” a three-seated buggy which for many 
years made two trips a day to Princeton for the convenience of 
[train] passengers. The hack driver at this time was Captain
Orin Wilkinson.”

“Lincoln Slept Here!” 
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Updates for Gallery on Galena and Museum on Main 

our society’s role was to

(THS ’81), 

’s

(THS ’66) giving the benediction. 

“OLD TRADITIONS, NEW BEGINNINGS” 

We liked the sound of this year’s parade theme right from the 

“Why not depict the transition from the old Legion Hall to the 
new Gallery on Galena?” Of course! That’s it! We started right 

we’d been collecting, building, creating

Over the years, we’ve all heard stories of many unusual

Have you heard what we’ve heard?  

town 125 miles from Chicago. The driver said, “Would t
?”  Well, would. He continued, “Yeah, 

I’ve been to that little town.”  Admittedly, he 

“
” –

Although Warren’s family moved to 
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Looking to the Past:  Maggie’s Cottage Hotel 

“
” Davis Battey

’ Aunt Zilpha 
Battey’s “ ’ ”

Lud Morris

Before my father married my mother in 
1945, he was very involved in local boards at various times 
throughout his 50-year bachelorhood. Everything from school 
board, church boards, Bureau County Housing board, and Selective 
Service board.  Consequently, he seldom took meals at home.  
Besides the cafes and Bernie’s Tap, he enjoyed dinner served at 
local boarding houses, including Mrs. McMahon’ I was told by my 
mother that the Bornsheuer house on the west hill above the village 
(where the water storage tank is located) was also a boarding 
house at one time, and my father sometimes took meals there. The 
house was accessed by a lane at the bottom of Lusty Hill. 

“
” Mary B. Steimle ’

’
“ ’

“
’ Music 

Man “ ”

History Mystery for September  

’

– ’

History Mystery Solved: Most Tiskilwa residents will 
recognize Genevieve Cummins (left) and Geraldine Pruitt as 
the sisters standing at the edge their mother’s flower garden.
Genevieve married Lester Cummins; Geri married Floyd
Pruitt. For the past several years, both sisters have made their 
homes in our village and been active in Tiskilwa Community 
Church and our historical society. 

Family of Keith Miller Donates Memorial Bench

’

’

’ ’

Collector’s Corner of All Things Tisk 
Suggested donations: T-shirt $15 (navy or gray); Long-sleeved 
gray shirt $20; Directory $15; DVDs = $10 each (Plus postage) 

’

’

if we don’
you want, we’ll

How you can help:  
’

’

’

“Little things mean a lot . . .” ’re  
’s 

(Hint: Tiskilwa 
Historical Society) ’

“ ”
’

COMING SOON to a Museum (on Main) near you:  
Sunday, September 5 3 pm

Monday, October 11 at 7 pm: 
Monday, November 8 at 7 pm:



 
 

 

Tiskilwa Historical Society 
110 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 87 
Tiskilwa, IL  61368 

 

Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
’

 

 

 

 
KRIS:  
Please use the same set-up as the JUNE 2021 
issue, using these businesses:  
 
Kelly’s Place 
John F. Hedrich  
Central Bank  
 
In addition:  
MAUPIN’s Providence Homestead    Pls 
substitute for Michael Dittmer.  I will send copy.  
 
Thanks from Cele 
 
 
 
 

6

I L L I N O I S
PRINCETON
317 S Main St
815-875-3333

GENESEO
101 N State

309-944-5601

FULTON
1404 14th Ave
815-589-3232

www.central-bank.com
Search App Central Bank Illinois

Member FDIC

Indian Valley Inn
Tiskilwa (815.646.4244)

Mon - Sat: 
5:30 a.m. -1:30 a.m.

Sunday: 
6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Mike McComber, Ownero pay postage costs.

JOHN F.
HEDRICH

Trial Lawyer
∑

726 South Main Street
Princeton, IL 61356

815-872-1010

The Tiskilwa Inn, 155 High Street, has a storied history and a bright 
future. This 1848 home, one of Tisklwa’s oldest, has been elegantly 
restored by owners Bob Sash and Michael Kovacs. This view of the 
Italianate beauty is from the west; the early 20th-century photo in 
our page 3 feature is from the north. The resident innkeepers are 
putting on the finishing touches to welcome guests this month. 

Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com 

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com 

These generous businesses help
pay printing and postage costs.


