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Museum on Main 
and 

Gallery on Galena 

 
Museum Hours: 

Every Saturday: 10 -1 
Gallery Hours:  

First Saturdays: 10-1 
 

Admission is free, 
and our volunteers 

will show you around. 

Board of Directors 
2022-2023 

 

“Catch the Spirit”— Walk Tiskilwa on December 10 
’ Catch the Spirit
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New and Renewed Members  

Individuals & Families 

Sponsors  

Friends 

Ed & Jan O’Neill (Dunlap) 

Promoter 

2023 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
For this issue only, we’ve used postal mail for all members; 
however, the newsletter will still be available on our website. 
We’ve enclosed a renewal form and envelope. Above your name 
of the address label is the date of your most recent renewal. We 
sincerely appreciate your support, and we hope it continues! 
 
CLARIFICATION: We truly appreciate your generous response 
to our 20-year Fundraiser! (More details on page 4.) To clarify, 
those “20-year” contributions are in a separate account from our 
membership drive donations.  
The annual contributions to our Membership/Sponsorship are 
what keep the wheels turning at our two museums. We use 
those funds for displays, programming, building and grounds 
maintenance, office supplies, and a host of other items. As you 
know, our society’s day-to-day work is done by volunteers.  

 
 

1903 Oldsmobile Roadster with Charming  
Drivers in Lovejoy Homestead Parade  

cipated in Princeton’s 

Ed Waca’s

Two Fall Programs Draw 129 Visitors 
“homies,” folks

. Editor’s note: Our September program of Clark Thompson’s retro 

 
Sara 

Phalen 

Brad Kimme 

Neighbors Rich and Cheryl Barnett were among the 84 visitors that evening.   

Randy
Senneff (THS ’73) of the Tiskilwa Alumni Association.

Collector’s Corner  
Ron Dickerson (THS ’70)

–
–

Psst! It’s That Time Again:  Let’s Deck the Halls! 

We’ll meet 10:15 a.m. on Monday,  
December 5, at the MoM  

 

In Memoriam 
 

Stephanie Colby-Aburto 
Kathryn Gorman 

Ann Kunkel 
Beverly Nora 

Kathy Waca 
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History Goes Digital by Sara Phalen 

“ ”

 
“ ”

If you don’t already follow 

’
“Tiskilwannabe ”

“
”

u’d 

TISKILWA ALMANAC 
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER OF THE PAST 

 
October 7, 1897: The Board of Trustees of Tiskilwa
19 ordinances, including “

e.” 

The Marion arrives at Lock 11, mismarked on photo as Lock 18.  
Photograph courtesy of Davis Battey (THS ’65)

November 11, 1907: Marion, 
I&M Canal, (Illinois & Mississippi Canal, later known as the 
Hennepin Canal) 

November 11, 1918: The Great War Armistice is signed!  

’s “interpreted”
’s humorous

December 19, 1953:   
Tiskilwa Farm Service Russell Cattle Company

Gerber’s Food for Thought . . . by Cele 

Dickson Mounds State Museum

There is only a silent record, trampled into the earth by 
feet and covered by soft dust, wind-blown or washed 
down the slope of the bluffs by the rain of the centuries. 
In the ground are fragments of . . . the work of tool-
makers, homemakers, and hunters. In small cemeteries, 
these people quietly sleep . . . America’s first people.         

Americans in Search of Their Prehistoric Past 

’s note
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Update for 20-Year Fundraising Campaign: 
“Keeping the Home Fires Burning” 

Great Progress to Report  
on One of Our Two Strategic Goals 

 
During the latter part of 2021 and the first quarter of 2022, our 
nine T-H-S board members completed a strategic review 
focused on assuring the organization’s viability for the next 20+ 
years. This target requires achieving two inter-related goals. 

1. Raise $250,000 and invest it, so that the earnings can 
cover a significant share of the costs associated with 
hiring a part-time director as well as contracting more 
services that volunteers become unable to perform.  

2. Recruit additional volunteers to pick up many of 
Cele Gerber’s duties, as well as staff the museums on 
Saturdays and help with grounds and building 
maintenance. 

Strategic Goal #1 -- We are excited to report that in just six 
months, 92.7% of the $250,000 goal has been raised: a 
whopping $115,900 from members and supporters, added to 
$115,900 in matching funds from our anonymous donors. 
 
In early May, we mailed just over 300 letters describing our 
needs for additional funds and volunteers, and an amazing 53% 
responded with a financial gift. (30% is considered “good” by 
industry standards.) And thanks in part to Caterpillar 
Foundation’s matching gifts programs, twenty percent of the 
funds raised to date came from a handful of Caterpillar 
employees and retirees. Their generous gifts were matched by 
the Caterpillar Foundation and then, both these individuals’ 
gifts and foundation’s gifts were matched by our anonymous 
matching-gift donors, resulting in a four-fold match. 
  
The fundraising campaign will continue until mid-2023, with 
the dollar-for-dollar match available up to a cumulative total of 
$125,000 in gifts. 
 
Strategic Goal #2 -- Now we need to focus on recruiting 
additional volunteers. Since its inception in 2006, T-H-S has 
been a 100% volunteer organization, including the time of our 
director Cele Gerber who spends more than 100 hours each 
month on T-H-S duties. Cele will gradually step back from her 
director role over the next few years. A part-time director will 
be hired to cover half of Cele’s duties, and we will need 
volunteers to step-up to cover the balance in areas such as 
programming, displays, events, and publicity.   
 
Our “Tiskilwa Tight” management has enabled the T-H-S to 
operate with total expenses of less than $20,000 per year, with 
those funds derived annually from our members and sponsors. 
Our three biggest expenses are utilities, printing & mailing the 
newsletter, and insurance. The addition of a part-time director 
for 45-50 hours per month will almost DOUBLE our total 
operating expenses. The good news is that we’ve added five 
new volunteers in the past few months to help with staffing the 

museums during open hours, but we still need more people to 
step up.  
 
Here’s a breakdown of volunteer hours worked during the 
period January through October 2022. 
       
    HRS.  PCT. 
Director Cele Gerber              1,056   43% 
Remaining eight board members  995   41% 
Other volunteers (23 in total)  384   16% 
Total               2,435  100% 
 
In the coming months, we will better define and communicate 
our volunteer needs with task descriptions, hours per month, 
desired skill set, and whether or not the task can be performed 
remotely. We hope many of you will consider heeding the call.  
 

AND THE BEAT GOES ON . . .  

of the activities and projects we’ve 

     
“ ”

   
(THS ’72) and his worker 
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History Mystery for December  

“ ”

History Mystery Solved

 
How Volunteers Make Things Happen at Our Museums 

    
’

 
Sunrise, Sunset – Swiftly Flow the Days

‘ ’

’

Smile Amazon
’s a sim

A Collector’s Corner of Holiday Ideas 
Suggested donations: T-shirt $15 (navy or gray); Long-sleeved 
gray shirt $20; Directory $15; DVDs = $10 each ($3 postage) 

’

’

“ ”

’

– –

we don’ you want, we’ll



Tiskilwa Historical Society 
110 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 87 
Tiskilwa, IL  61368 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raffle Drawing on December 10 

 

These generous businesses help defray postage costs. 
 
Kris:   
1. Please note the above change.  Biz help with 
postage costs only.  
 
2. Please be sure that all this fits below the fold.  
 
3. Please use the same set-up as the Sept 2022 
issue, using the same businesses:  
 
Kelly’s Place 
John F. Hedrich  
Central Bank  
One Forty East 
 
Thanks from Cele  
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I L L I N O I S
PRINCETON
317 S Main St
815-875-3333

GENESEO
101 N State

309-944-5601

FULTON
1404 14th Ave
815-589-3232

www.central-bank.com
Search App Central Bank Illinois

Member FDIC

o pay postage costs.

JOHN F.
HEDRICH

Trial Lawyer
∑

726 South Main Street
Princeton, IL 61356

815-872-1010

The Tiskilwa Inn, 155 High Street, has a storied history and a bright 
future. This 1848 home, one of Tisklwa’s oldest, has been elegantly 
restored by owners Bob Sash and Michael Kovacs. This view of the 
Italianate beauty is from the west; the early 20th-century photo in 
our page 3 feature is from the north. The resident innkeepers are 
putting on the finishing touches to welcome guests this month. 

Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com 

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com 

These generous businesses help
pay printing and postage costs.These generous businesses help defray postage costs. 


