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MMuusseeuumm  oonn  MMaaiinn  
and  

GGaalllleerryy  oonn  GGaalleennaa  
More than 17,000 
artifacts in our two 
museums preserve 
and interpret local 

history. 
The MoM is housed in 
the former Methodist 

Church, an 1855 
Illinois Historic 

Landmark Building at  
110 East Main Street. 

The GoG is in the 
former Legion Hall, 

550 North Galena, just 
south of the tracks.   

MMuusseeuumm  HHoouurrss::  
SSaattuurrddaayy::1100::0000  --11::0000  

GGaalllleerryy  HHoouurrss::  
FFiirrsstt  SSaattuurrddaayyss::  1100--11  

Admission is free, 
and our volunteers 

will show you around. 
For an appointment, 

call Ed Waca  
at 815.646.4016. 

Board of Directors 
2023-24 

Bill Wendle, President 
Ed Waca, VP 

Julie Sampson, Sec. 
Judy Wright, Treas. 
Cecille Gerber, Dir.  

Larry Magnuson 
Randy Senneff  
Charlie Waca 

Margaret Wendle 

SSaannttaa  aanndd  LLeesssseerr  LLuummiinnaarriieess  AArree  CCoommiinn’’  ttoo  TToowwnn::  
WWaallkk  TTiisskkiillwwaa  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  99  

The holiday spirit is in the air along Main Street, and it’s time to Walk Tiskilwa on Saturday, 
December 9, between 10:00 and 1:00.  Come on “Over the Creek and Down the Street” to delight 
in some down-home cheer. Bundle up and Catch the Spirit as we invite the residents and 
visitors to enjoy the day. Santa will be available for whispered wishes at the Community Church. 

Janet and Curt (THS ’85) Dugosh have taken on most of the organizing responsibilities this year, 
and Janet’s charming promo on page 5 gives details on all the locations and specifics. 

Our Museum on Main and Gallery on Galena will offer cozy, decorated spaces to time-travel 
through Tiskilwa’s history. At the MoM, we’ll host three special features for holidays: 
As you enter the Timeline Gallery, look to your left to 
see our December showcase featuring a delightful 
“Snow Village” shared and arranged by  Marg Wendle. 
(THS ’70) As you enter Gallery 1, you’ll spot the Waca 
Brothers, Ed (THS ’66) and Charlie (THS ’64), teaming 
up again for their traditional Lionel train display, as it 
chugs around a tiny Christmas tree. 

Continue through the east door to Gallery 2, and 
marvel [We hope!] at the brand new display of more 
than 100 Tiskilwa High School trophies, plaques, and 
other recognition – for sports, music, cheerleaders, 
drama, and FFA. The photo at right shows part of the new display of THS items passed on to us by 
Kenny Fisher (THS ’77, pictured above) and Kelly Fisher Johnson (THS ‘79) when they sold Kelly’s 
Place, where school memorabilia was housed and displayed after the high school closed in 1995.   

At Gallery on Galena, Santa’s helpers have been busy cleaning and setting up an area in the lower 
level of the Gallery for THS alumni to come down and pick up the trophies you’d like to take home 
to your man-cave or she-shed. If you’re an outta-towner, just designate a friend to do the deed. 
We’re sure you will agree that we’ve displayed as many trophies as we could fit into MoM. In 
addition, Mayor Michael Murray has mounted a dozen plaques in the Village office. Nevertheless, 
about 90 items remain that we were unable to display. After much discussion, the TiskHistSoc 
board decided to offer these reminders of Tiskilwa High School’s glory days to the public. We 
realized that, with the school’s closure almost thirty years ago, most of the people who find them 
most meaningful are still with us. But not forever. Don’t miss this chance to come and get ‘em. 
(Freebies!)  We want them to have good homes rather than sit on shelves in the GoG basement.  

Gallery on Galena, Lower Level 
Saturday, December 9, 10:00 to 1:00 
Giveaway: THS trophies & plaques 
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Thank you to those listed here who recently renewed or joined for 2024.   
We finished 2023 with 366 members! [Renewal forms are enclosed.] 

NNeeww  aanndd  RReenneewweedd MMeemmbbeerrss  

IInnddiivviidduuaallss  &&  FFaammiilliieess  
Leigh Hendrickson 

David Raikes (Marseilles) 
SSppoonnssoorrss   

FFrriieennddss  
Sylvia Albrecht Aschliman (Chicago) 

Ron Clodfelter (Boca Raton, FL) 
M. Ted Johnson (Princeton) 
Marc Smucker (Magnolia)  
PPrroommootteerrss 

Dale & Chris Anderson  
Dave & June Battey (Minooka) 

PPaattrroonnss 
David & Jane Bitting (Pekin) 
BBrroonnzzee  BBeenneeffaaccttoorr 

Joann L. Albrecht (Albuquerque, NM)  
PPllaattiinnuumm  BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss 

Bill & Margaret Wendle  
Friends of Mt. Bloom Exceed Fundraising Goal 

They’ve

Wapsi

for the costs of continued maintenance of FoMB’s projects: the 

–

 
’s mission

Cemetery’s

The new archway looks dramatic in 
   October’s bright blue weather. 
In a donation note from Ann Longman Serrato (THS ’73) 

“Tiskilwannabes ” 

“Sure enjoyed my fiftieth class reunion and Pow Wow Days.  It was terrific to 
be present for both the dedication of the town mural and the cemetery 
archway. Everyone does such a great job of keeping our town beautiful and 
significant.  Somehow, I feel that the whole “village” loves all of you back.  I 
could tell – its spirit was showing.                    Ann and my sister, Cathy Longman  

Wapsipinicon Editors:   
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com  

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com 

Recent Programs Appeal to Diverse Interests 
To take in the varied program themes of folk music, railroads, and veterans, 
our audiences came from far and wide to our fall programs.  
September 24 : Award-winning musician Chris 
Vallillo’s Sunday afternoon concert of 
instrumental and vocal music created a lot of 
toe-tapping. His songs ranged from heartfelt 
tributes to farmers as the backbone of this 
nation to poignant expressions of nostalgia to 
a joyful celebration of the beauty of our 
Illinois countryside.    
 
October 9: In Mike Matejka’s first-class presentation, “What’s Comin’ 
Down the Line?  Railroads in the American Mind,” he shared legends 
and revealed many little-known facts about railroading. Mike 

engaged the audience with his 
conversational manner as well as his 
use of illustrated, factual references 
to Tiskilwa’s connection with the 
Rock Island Line. Audience members 
included devoted rail “roadies” from 
Tiskilwa, Princeton, Marseilles, 
Malden, Utica, Bradford, and 
Ogelsby! We thank the Illinois 
Humanities for underwriting the 

grant for us to host Mike’s visit. After the program, Mike (above left) 
stayed to chat with audience members, including Bill Wendle.  
 
November 13: Terry Johnson, president of the Illinois Valley chapter 
of Quilts of Valor, presented fascinating facts and personal stories 
about the humble beginnings and continuing legacy of the Quilts of 
Valor Foundation. Representing Tiskilwa High School Alumni 
Association, Randy Senneff (THS ’73) distributed Tiskilwa keychain 
gifts to the veterans. The highlight of the evening was presentation of 

Quilts of Valor to two 
veterans who are Tiskilwa 
residents: Jack Piacenti 
and Joe Hannon. (THS ’65) 
Several family members 
and numerous friends 
attended to honor them 
and hear about the QOV.   

Above: Jack & Liz Piacenti and family. Jack served in the Army for two 
years as an SPC 5. After basic training at Fort Polk, Louisiana, Jack was 
stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado, before being deployed to 
Germany. He received a sharpshooter award during his service.  
 
Below: Joe & Tracy Hannon and family. Joe enlisted in the U.S. Army 

in 1966 and completed his 
training at Ft. Campbell, KY, 
and Ft. Meade, MD. After 
achieving a rank of Spec 5, 
he sailed from San Francisco 
to Vietnam. Joe operated 
heavy equipment to build 
roads and airstrips with the 
538 Combat Engineers in 
both Thailand and Vietnam.  

He returned stateside to Fort Collins, Colorado, and mustered out on 
December 7, 1968, in time to return home to his family for Christmas.  
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Editor’s note: A few months ago, member Ann Rothery of St. Louis 
made inquiries about our information concerning local abolitionists 
who aided enslaved fugitives. Although we were unable to provide 
many details, Ann forged ahead, using The Underground Railroad in 
Western Illinois by Owen Muelder as a major source. Thank you, 
Ann, for sharing!    
  

Underground Railroad in Bureau County 
by Ann Blaisdell Rothery 

Growing up on a farm in Milo township, I heard a family 
legend that held my fascination. The legend was that our 
ancestors became part of the Underground Railroad (UGRR) 
when they settled in Illinois. As my father had told us, 
“Everyone wants to believe that their family was part of the 
UGRR, so we don’t know if the stories are true.” 
 
I recently have uncovered information that more folks than 
previously known – from Arispie, Indiantown, Milo and Wyanet 
townships – were involved in the UGRR. It just may be that 
someone reading this article has ancestors who were involved.  

The UGRR operated in the North to aid runaway slaves in their 
attempt to reach Canada and freedom. Of course, it was not 
an actual railroad and it was not underground. It was called 
“underground” only because it was secret and “railroad” 
because it seemed to run regularly like train routes.  
 
Terminology related to the railroad industry was also used. 
Underground “agents,” “station-keepers,” and “conductors” 
were titles given to individuals performing specific functions in 
the movement of “passengers.”   
 
“Stations” were added or removed as ownership of the house 
or farm changed. If a new family supported slavery or if the site 
was discovered to be a station, passengers and conductors 
were forced to find a new station.  
 
Establishing stations was done quietly, by word-of-mouth. Very 
few people kept records 
of their activities. This 
was not an omission but 
a protection for fugitives 
who needed help and 
anti-slavery activists who 
were helping. If caught, 
the fugitive enslaved 
people would be forced 
to return to their 
Southern owners, and 
citizens caught aiding 
escaped people faced 
arrest and sometimes 
even jail.  
The map to the right is published 
in Owen_Muelder’s book The 
Underground Railroad in Western 
Illinois. 

A cluster or web pattern of stations was prevalent in our part of 
Illinois. One explanation of this seems to be that “operators” 
knew that safe havens established reasonably close to each 
other served as handy escape valves. If the temperature got to 
be too hot at one station, the pressure could be eased by 
directing fugitives to another hideout relatively nearby. As the 
chain of these “depots” were knitted together over time, the 
close proximity of optional stops helped to increase the odds 
that escaping slaves would reach freedom.   
 
The Illinois Underground Railroad was an important part of a 
multi-state network. Sometimes routes of the UGRR were 
organized by abolitionists, the people who opposed slavery. 
More often, the network was a series of small, individual 
actions to help fugitive enslaved persons.  
 
Earlier this year as I was perusing old editions of the Bradford 
Republican online, I discovered a short piece written by my 
great-grandfather recalling an event from his childhood that 
supports our family’s UGRR claim of providing safe houses. 
This first-person account describes that both the Blaisdell and 
Berry families were 
station-keepers at 
Boyd’s Grove in 
Bureau County. 
Even better, this 
brief article was 
published again 
several weeks later 
in September 1893 
in the Bureau 
County Tribune. J.C. 
Blaisdell, the editor 
of the smaller 
Bradford newspaper 
wrote the original 
piece printed here.  
Bureau County Tribune, 
Princeton, Illinois. Friday, 
September 22, 1893, page 
4, column 3.  
 
The Underground Railroad has the intrigue of a mystery and all 
the thrill of a great adventure, but more importantly, it was an 
act by brave people of both races to do what they could to 
combat the greatest evil of their time.  
 
If your ancestors were in Bureau County before the Civil War 
or if your congregation was organized prior to 1861, you may 
have connections to the Underground Railroad, too. Please 
email me at annrothery@gmail.com and you can tell me more.   
 
We’re pleased to announce that our May 13, 2024, program will feature 
Owen Muelder, author of The Underground Railroad in Western Illinois. 
Muelder is also director of Galesburg Colony Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center at Knox College, officially recognized by the National Park Service 
“Network to Freedom” Program in 2006.  
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Special GIVEAWAY on December 9: 
Two Princeton High School freshmen, Jazzlyn DePauw and Jasmine 
Whitford, volunteered to clean and organize THS trophies in the 
lower level of the GoG. Come on down and pick out your faves!  

 
  

     

  

VVoolluunntteeeerrss  HHeellpp  CCrreeaattee  NNeeww  TTrroopphhyy  DDiissppllaayy  

To make it all happen, we rounded up the usual suspects, board members 
such as Marg Wendle (THS ’70), far right in the above photo. But we also 
enlisted the help of Saturday visitors, including Scott Mehaffey of 
Flossmoor and Michael & Connie Wysocki of Schaumburg.    
 

❖  VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO . . .  
 
❖ Rick McCauley for donating all materials and labor for the 

new shelving.  Rick built the unit in loving memory of his 
aunt, Alice McCauley Malloy (THS ’56) who passed away 
earlier this year. 

❖ Scott & Sondra Owens for removing the decaying tree at 
the back of our Indian Rock Garden. The attractive garden 
at the west side of MoM’s main entrance was planned 
and developed by their son, Ryan Owens, for his Eagle 
Scout project in 2012. 

❖ Taylor’s Way Lawn Care and Tree Service for donating and 
planting the autumn brilliance serviceberry tree.  

 
If you combine the page-one photo of Kenny Fisher with the new shelving, 
the above and below photos of the east wall and racks of class photos with 
other memorabilia, you’ll have a three-dimensional view of the new display. 
Below left, Curt Dugosh (THS ’85) shows his scholarly senior photo to his 
wife, Janet. The All-Conference recognition board hangs at the far end of 
the display frame. Visit Museum on Main any Saturday to see for yourself! 
 

   
(At right) One of members, Genevieve Cummins, was honored at the recent 
“Friendsgiving” event at the Tiskilwa Library, hosted by the Friends of 
Tiskilwa. HAPPY 99TH BIRTHDAY, Genevieve! Ever since our beginning 17 
years ago, Genevieve has been an active member: helping the former “Ruby 
Crew” staple, stamp, and mail the early Wapsi, providing a showcase of her 
salt-and-pepper shakers, and sitting front and center at numerous programs.  
 
Top Three Reasons That Farm Trucks Are Never Stolen  

Although most trucks we see on Main Street are well-kept, we have a feeling 
there might be runabout pick-ups like this one . . . perhaps stashed in a barn? 
3. They have a range of about 20 miles before they overheat, break 
down, or run out of gas.  
2. Only the owner knows how to operate the driver’s side door to 
get in or out. 
1. It’s difficult to commit a crime when everyone is waving at you.  

   
Visitors Always 

Brighten Our Saturdays  

Jan Lohaus ’ –
Brayden Trystan
Jeffries

–

’s 

Tom Hall  
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HHiissttoorryy  MMyysstteerryy  ffoorr  DDeecceemmbbeerr    

 
Lotsa smoke coming from a location on Sycamore Street near Owen Street! 

What’s happenin’?  The card is postmarked Tiskilwa, 1914. 
(See the top of column 2 for an explanation.) 

 

HHiissttoorryy  MMyysstteerryy  SSoollvveedd: Did you know that for many years, Tiskilwa 
manufactured its own gas for cooking and lighting in homes and also 
for street lamps?  The lamplighter, Ernie Lee, clopped around town 
on his white horse at dusk to light the old gas lamps on the corners. 
Later that night, he’d return to extinguish them.  

The gas plant on the east side of Sycamore (behind the 
current Zig’s Station) had a round expansion tank that when 
extended was about 30 feet in height. In early years, the gas was 
made from gasoline, but later coke and a special gas oil were used.  

The gas plant equipment was repaired many times, but it 
finally closed about 1940. [Source: When Tiskilwa Was Young by Mary B. 
Steimle, 1985] The brick “gas plant” building still stands and is now 
owned and nicely maintained by Brad & Connie Oeder.  
SIDEBAR: The note on the postcard, dated November 13, 1914, 
Friday A.M.: “Rec’d your card. Sorry we can’t be there, but Jack said 
we would if he was through husking.  MCB”   
 

How Volunteers Make Things Happen at Our Museums 

    
Always plenty to do in and around our two museums! 

 At left, Larry Magnuson secured the sign for the school display area in 
Gallery 2, Museum on Main, as we created an entirely new display corner.  
At right, Larry and Bill Wendle re-located the Dave Doolittle Memorial bench. 
Several years ago, Phil Smith (THS ’65) had the bench built in memory of his 
brother-in-law, Dave, a beloved coach and teacher at Tiskilwa High School. Its 
first home was at Indian Hills Golf Course, then later in front of Kelly’s Place. 
Now it has a home in the Indian Rock Garden at the Museum on Main.  

CCoolllleeccttoorr’’ss  CCoorrnneerr::  AAllll  TThhiinnggss  TTiisskkiillwwaa  
Notecards of Tiskilwa Scenes: T-H-S member Jan 
Lohaus (THS ’73) has printed notecards of six of 
her original watercolor scenes: the depot, the old 
Methodist Church, the 1912 high school, Tiskilwa 
mailboxes, wind turbines, and Main Street. A 
donation of $10 is suggested for a four-pack, with 
all proceeds going to T-H-S.  
If you’d like to have us mail items to you, please add a bit extra for postage. 

Other items are available for these suggested donations: 

➢ T-shirts in navy or gray ($15);  
➢ Long-sleeved gray shirt ($20);  
➢ THS Alumni Directory: 1878-1995 ($15);  
➢ Tiskilwa key chain ($5);  
➢ When Tiskilwa Was Young by Mary B. Steimle ($5)  

 

In Memoriam 
Thank you for these memorials received since our previous newsletter. 

    Isabel Bitting                        Karen Friel O’Neill  
    Kathryn Gorman      Georgia & Clarence Philpott 
    Pamela Grenier      Rex Ringenberg  
    Don Lawson       Alice Schindel  
    Alice Malloy         Ray Schindel  
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110 East Main Street
P.O. Box 87 
Tiskilwa, IL  61368 
www.tiskilwahistoricalsociety.org 

AAddddrreessss  SSeerrvviiccee  RReeqquueesstteedd  

CCoonnssttaanntt  VViiggiillaannccee::    
It's when everything is calm that you need to be most alert.  

We thank Nancy Joiner Harmon (THS ’76) for sharing this image, 
captured a few weeks ago, of a such a handsome lad in the timber. 
His image is one of many that will be in Nancy’s photo calendars, 
available by ordering on her Facebook page. Nancy’s 2024 year’s 
calendar themes are Whitetail Bucks, Birds, and Wildlife – all from 
photos taken in the Tiskilwa area.   

These generous businesses help to defray postage costs. 

Kris:  
Please use the same set-up as the SEPT 2023 
issue for these ads: 

John F. Hedrich 
140East 
DOC’s Blacksmith 

Instead of Kelly’s Place ad, please create a 
vertical ad in that space with this info. If the spirit 
moves you, add a holiday image.  A diff font would 
be fine, too. Thanks!  cg 

CCaattcchh  tthhee  SSppiirriitt 
  aanndd 

    WWaallkk  TTiisskk 
  DDeecc  99,,  1100--11  
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Tiskilwa Historical Society 
110 East Main Street
P.O. Box 87 
Tiskilwa, IL  61368 
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New Gateway to “Mount Bloom North”
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These generous businesses help to defray postage costs.

Kris:  

Please use the same set-up as the MARCH. 2023
issue.

Kelly’s Place
John F. Hedrich
140East
DOC’s Blacksmith

Thanks from Cele
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PRINCETON
317 S Main St
815-875-3333

GENESEO
101 N State

309-944-5601

FULTON
1404 14th Ave
815-589-3232

www.central-bank.com
Search App Central Bank Illinois

Member FDIC

o pay postage costs.

JOHN F.
HEDRICH

Trial Lawyer
∑

726 South Main Street
Princeton, IL 61356

815-872-1010

The Tiskilwa Inn, 155 High Street, has a storied history and a bright 
future. This 1848 home, one of Tisklwa’s oldest, has been elegantly
restored by owners Bob Sash and Michael Kovacs. This view of the
Italianate beauty is from the west; the early 20th-century photo in
our page 3 feature is from the north. The resident innkeepers are
putting on the finishing touches to welcome guests this month.

Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com

These generous businesses help
pay printing and postage costs.These generous businesses help to defray postage costs. 
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and
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