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MMuusseeuumm  oonn  MMaaiinn  
and  

GGaalllleerryy  oonn  GGaalleennaa  
More than 18,500 
artifacts in our two 
museums preserve 

and interpret  
local history. 

The MoM is housed in 
the former Methodist 

Church, an 1855 
Illinois Historic 

Landmark Building at  
110 East Main Street. 

The GoG is in the 
former Legion Hall, 

550 North Galena, just 
south of the tracks.   

  

MMuusseeuumm  HHoouurrss::  
SSaattuurrddaayy::1100::0000  --11::0000  

  

GGaalllleerryy  HHoouurrss::    
FFiirrsstt  SSaattuurrddaayyss::  1100--11  

Admission is free, 
and our volunteers 

will show you around. 
For an appointment, 

call Ed Waca  
at 815.646.4016. 

 
Board of Directors 

2024-2025 
Bill Wendle, President 

Ed Waca, VP 
Julie Sampson, Sec. 
Judy Wright, Treas. 
Cecille Gerber, Dir.  

Larry Magnuson 
Jeff Prusator 

Randy Senneff  
Charlie Waca 

Margaret Wendle 

SSpprriinnggttiimmee  bblloooommss  wwiitthh  aa  BBeevvyy  ooff  DDiivveerrssee  PPrrooggrraammss  
As we usher in a new season of programming, we’re excited about the presentations that we’ve 
planned for this year during each month from mid-March right through to our annual “Walk 
Tiskilwa” on Saturday, December 7. Our line-up truly has something for everyone. In keeping with 
our efforts to engage the entire community, we’ve scheduled programs with an aim to appeal to 
students, their parents, aunts, uncles, and grandparents, too. All of these presentations begin at 
7:00 p.m. on the second Monday of the month in the Community Room of Museum on Main.  A 
chairlift is available for anyone needing assistance with the steps to the upper level. And don’t 
forget: homemade treats are served in the museum galleries following each program.  
 
Monday, MARCH 11: A program entitled “History All Around Us” will be presented by three eighth-

graders from Logan Junior High who researched local subjects for Mr. 
David Gray’s history class. As he told us: “Through this project 
students gain more appreciation for both the history and the 
community." These three Tiskilwa teenagers – Illyana Jones, Trevyn 
Munson, and Caleb Johnson – will share their PowerPoint 
presentations about Mt. Bloom Cemetery, the origins of Pow Wow 
Days, and Menno Haven Camp & Retreat Center.  We will also give a 
brief presentation about our new display of stained-glass windows 

that once graced St. Jude’s Episcopal Church, which stood near the East Park in Tiskilwa from 1892 
to 1990.  (A photo of Mt. Bloom Cemetery steps from May 2020 with full-tilt-boogie redbud tree)  
 
APRIL 8: The Orphan Train Movement, operating 
between 1854 and 1929, delivered youngsters from 
crowded urban areas on the East coast to Midwestern 
towns, often rural communities such as Bureau and 
Stark Counties. The grandmother of our speaker, Judy 
Harris of Princeton, was one of those children who rode 
the Orphan Train at the tender age of seven years. Judy 
will share photos and personal anecdotes about her 
grandmother’s story, revealing fascinating facts about this controversial social movement.     

May 13: The Lovejoy Homestead is a familiar and beloved historic site in Bureau County, famed for 
its owner Owen Lovejoy’s prominent role in the abolitionist 
movement. But did you realize that it required a whole network of 
like-minded people to shuttle escaping enslaved people to his 
“station” on the Underground Railroad? Our society will host 
Owen Muelder, author of The Underground Railroad in Western 
Illinois, who will share surprising revelations about numerous 
activities throughout Bureau and Stark Counties to aid fugitives 

fleeing slavery in Kentucky, Missouri, and other points south. Professor Muelder is director of the 
Galesburg Colony Underground Railroad Freedom Center at Knox College in Galesburg. 
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22002244  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ––  ssoo  ffaarr!!  THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who has joined or renewed.  
Our cutoff date for printing was February 12. If your name is not listed on this page, have you forgotten to join? 

Sorry, but this is the final issue that we will be able to mail to you without receiving your 2024 dues. 

MMeemmbbeerrss  

    IInnddiivviidduuaallss  &&  FFaammiilliieess      
Roberta J. Albrecht (Appleton, WI)  

Bonnie Fredrickson Alm (Buda) 
Sharon Anderson 

John Bauer 
Bob Bitting 

Sharon Bittner (Putnam) 
Steve & Sandy Borge (Brimfield) 
John & Betty Brokaw (Princeton) 

Yvonne Browning (Princeton) 
Joe & Dee Bryja (Wheaton)  

Sharon Chiaravalle (Hopewell) 
John & Theresa Cotter (Bradford) 

Nancy Cotter 
Genevieve Cummins 

Linda Cundiff (Peoria)  
Bob & Cindy Davidson (Princeton) 

Nancy DeBord (Princeton) 
Eldon & Marilyn Eigsti (Buda)  
Janet Evans (Buffalo Grove) 

Kenny Fisher (Putnam) 
Richard & Mariele Fisher 

Gerald Friel 
Frank Gingery (Seneca) 

Betty Jo Gustafson  
Stan & Nancy Harmon 

Ronald Hock (Phoenix, AZ) 
Maylo Hranac (Algonquin)  
Adnan Imtairah (Peoria) 

Larry & Janet Johnson (Princeton) 
Mike Kane (Princeton) 

Melvina Lewis (Princeton) 
Chuck & Neva Lucas 

Bob & Marcy Lueders (Peoria) 
Paul McCauley (Hennepin) 

Jerry & Ellen Nick (Wheaton) 
Louise Nora (Chicago) 
Marilyn Olds (Wyanet) 

Ann “Rooney” O’Neill (Dahinda) 
Scott & Sondra Owens 

Brian & Lisa Padilla (Spring Valley) 
Lois Peterson (Princeton)  

Jane O’Neill Piccatto (Spring Valley) 
David F. Raikes (Marseilles)  

Agnes McCauley Ross (Princeton) 
Sue Rush (Panama City Beach, FL) 

Barbara Schaefer (Peoria)  
Randy & Christy Senneff (Peoria)  

Marc Smucker (Magnolia) 
Chuck & Karen Steimle (Encinitas, CA)  

Suzanne Sweek (Fort Worth, TX) 
Dan & Mary Thompson (Princeton) 

Sally Ary Trumpinski (Sublette)  
Tynestead, LLC 

Jan Wagner 
Bob & Linda Wheeler  

Mike & Barb Williams (Cunningham, TN)  
Marc & Deanna Wilt (Walnut)  

Evelyn Wright (Sparta)  
 

SSppoonnssoorrss   

    FFrriieennddss      
Linda Kunkel Abbey (Pleasant Hill, CA) 

Sylvia Aschliman (Chicago)  
Jeann Miller Anderson (Napa, CA) 

Don & Pat Bachman (Huntingdon, PA)  
Terry & Sandy Blitsch (Princeton)  
Quent & Pat Broeren (Tucson, AZ) 

Rodger L. Bruyn 
Melissa Miller Burrows (Princeton) 

John & Carmen Butte (Dunlap)  
Ray & Jill Carrington (Wyanet) 

Ron Clodfelter (Boca Raton, FL)  
Debra Ross Coe (Rochester) 

Teresa Colby-Dokubo (Schaumburg)  
Michael Dittmer (Putnam) 

John & Dorothy Dreher 
              (Black Creek, WI) 
Norine Flaherty (Chicago)  

Stub & Sandie Friel 
Randy & Pat Hassler 

Rita Miller Hastings (Knoxville, TN) 
Leigh Hendrickson 

Joe & Jill Kunkel (Wyanet) 
Mike & Pam Lange (Princeton) 

Steve Longman (Huntington Beach, CA) 
Julia McCutchan (Princeton)   

Doug & Norma McQueen (Peoria)  
Lee Miller 

Richard & Carla Miller 
(St. Petersburg, FL) 

Tom & Sonny Miller (White Heath) 
Suzie & Luella Munson 
Terry & Sally Munson  
Jerry & Helen Murphy 

Pat & Lana Murphy (Clarkston, MI)  
Pat O’Neill (DeKalb) 

Marilyn Madsen Pattelli (Lexington)  
Jay Perry 

Robert & Eileen Prusator (Princeton)  
Richard Quick (St. Louis, MO) 

Chuck & Bev Miller Read (Princeton) 
Ann Blaisdell Rothery (St. Louis, MO) 

Dave & Julie Sampson 
Harold & Marilyn Selley (Clermont, FL)  
Bob & Vicki Sharp (Bonita Springs, FL) 
Dan & Julie Sims (Old Monroe, MO) 

Janet House Skaggs (Princeton)  
John & Ellen Stacker (Bloomington)  

John R. Stauffer (Chicago)  
Janice Kenney Stewart (Las Vegas, NV) 

Kay Telfer (Princeton)  
Patricia Unzicker (Pontiac)  

Deborah Cotter Wehrli (Naperville)  
Carolyn Workman (Princeton) 
Glen & Judy Wright (Bradford) 
   PPrroommootteerrss     
Dale & Chris Anderson 

Joe Ary & Family (Quincy) 
Joe & Janet Ballerini (New Lenox)  

Dave & June Battey (Minooka) 
Elaine Bowers (Princeton) 

Gary & Hope Browning (Princeton) 

Vickie Weber-Dennis (Princeton) 
Wilma Anderson Devins (Richmond, TX)  

Linda Ioder Dodge (Alva, FL) 
Cathy McCauley Elliott (Princeton)  
Suzanne K. Glafka (Madison, TN) 
Robert & Judith Glaser (Walnut)  
Jean Goodale (Worcester, MA) 

Al & Virginia Gustafson (Princeton) 
Ben & Rinnia Holman (Diamond) 

William Jackson (Mineral)  
Scott & Valerie Jensen  

M. Ted Johnson (Princeton)  
Benita Cotter Klasen (Lombard) 

Judy Fredenhagen Kramer  
(Waynesville, NC) 

Patricia McKay (Northbrook) 
Karen Miller (Asheville, NC) 

Mike & Jane Morris (Princeton) 
Monica Jamison Morris (Magnolia) 
Jerry & Helen Pearson (Rockford)  

Jeff & Amy Prusator  
Jim & Sharon Read (Putnam) 

Dean & Carol Rowe (Princeton) 
Betsy Salsman (Wyanet) 

Joy E. Schertz  
Beverly K. Schneider (Princeton) 

Todd & Sherri Sears 
John M. Thompson (Newport Beach, CA)  

Juanita Vaughn Von Holten (Walnut) 
Freddie Williams (Litchfield Park, AZ)  

Patsy Morris Wooden  
  PPaattrroonnss   

Juanita Roberts-Beams 
David & Jane Bitting (Pekin) 

Beth Gerig 
Bill & Peggy Harrison (Peoria) 

Jim & Jane Jones 
Larry & Janice Magnuson 

Constance McChesney (Bath, ME) 
Robert C. Sash 

David & Leslee Beams Stacker (LaSalle) 
Gretchen Van Heukelom (Marion, IA)  

       Stephen & Leslie Warner (Evanston) 
  BBrroonnzzee  BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss 

Ray & Judy Anderson (Papillon, NE)  
Crescent Ridge, LLC 

Charlie & Jane Fredenhagen 
Cecille Gerber 

Chuck & Wanda Jurgensen  
(Honesdale, PA)  

Nyla C. Pinter (Normal) 
Charlie Waca (Princeton) 

    SSiillvveerr  BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss 
JoAnn L. Albrecht (Albuquerque, NM) 

Leroy Bachman (Kingman, AZ)  
Andrew & Julia Faville (Geneva)  

Clayton & Ethel Hock (Oxford, OH)  
David & Pat Rosenquist  

        (North Chesterfield, VA) 
    PPllaattiinnuumm  BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss 

Jan Lohaus (Putnam) 
Bob Senneff (Canton) 

Bill & Marg Wendle (Princeton) 
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Editor’s note: Last December, Ray Mabry of Princeton gave our society an 
amazing gift: more than 20 stained-glass windows from the beautiful little St. 
Jude’s Episcopal Church that once stood in pride of place near the West Park 
in Tiskilwa. It’s a long and winding road to explain how this gift came about, 
but we’ll try! We’ve gathered bits from various printed sources and interviews 
to share an explanation of their travels, including their return trip to Tiskilwa.   

The Jewel-like Windows of St. Jude’s Church 
by Cecille Gerber 

On the chilling, rainy days of early January in 1990, St. Jude’s Episcopal 
Church in Tiskilwa made a solemn six-mile, two-day journey to its new 
location near the entrance of Bryant Woods in Princeton.  

St. Jude’s on the move, Jan. 9, 1990: Photo by Tiskilwa’s Bureau Valley Chief 

The unusual sight was spellbinding but bittersweet for the scores of Tiskilwa 
residents who crowded around to watch the 97-year-old landmark building 
passing by. Even the grade-school kids lined Galena Street, freed from classes 
to witness the 90-ton structure, perched on a flatbed and 48 wheels, as it 
made its way past. For Jeffery House Movers of Wyanet, it was “just another 
job” according to owner George Jeffery, quoted in the LaSalle News Tribune. 

“WHY did they do that?” was the question in many people’s minds then . . .  
and even today. A bit of research reveals that the church’s foundation had 
been declared unsafe by a Peoria engineering firm and the building had not 
been used for two years prior to the move. Although the 1892 church was 
structurally sound, it had been built on the foundation of an 1865 church 
that burned to the ground in 1891. Rebuilding began right away, and the new 
church was completed the next year and consecrated in early 1893. 

When the congregation explored the idea in the 1980s of constructing a 
reproduction of St. Jude’s by using the artifacts from the original, the cost 
was estimated to be $450,000. On the other hand, the price tag for the move 
and new construction of a foundation, basement, complete with heating and 
air conditioning came in at $220,000.  

In order for the move to occur, arrangements had to be made with the 
Illinois State Police, Illinois Power Company, GTE (the telephone company), 
and Cablevision. But the big problem was how to cross the canal, since a 
narrow metal bridge was still in place at that time. True to form, legendary 
good-guy Delmar Beams agreed to let the entourage use his property to 
cross the canal over a large metal pipe, inserted years earlier to allow access 
to his fields. Then the massive cargo pulled back onto the Tiskilwa-Princeton 
highway. The Illinois Valley Episcopal Mission Deacon Stephen Stumpf noted 
at the time, “Delmar has been completely unselfish in all of this and we are 
very grateful to him. . . He has even moved dirt to create a ramp to make the 
move easier.” The church sat in a holding pattern for several days on 
Delmar’s property until a good freeze allowed them to resume the trek.  

Sadly, St. Jude’s parish in Princeton dissolved in 2017. Two years later, Ray 
Mabry purchased the building and has repurposed it as a homeowner’s 
workshop. Recently, Ray carefully removed and delivered all the windows. 
When Ray signed over the Deed of Gift, he said, “I’m so happy to have the 
windows going home. I know your society will be good stewards.” He 
suggested that we could use the glasswork for display, as gifts to families 
whose ancestors are memorialized, and/or for fundraising purposes.  

Left: The quaint Neo-Gothic church was sketched for a notecard by Mary Win 
Walter. Right: Ray Mabry takes a final look at one of the classic windows 
before “sending them home” to Tiskilwa and our historical society.      

Our society’s board is currently discussing how best to honor these jewel-like 
treasures. Our first task has been to identify the names inscribed on the 
windows and try to track down family members. This job proved almost 
impossible, except for the well-known Stevens names and that of Catharine 
Swanzy, the wife of a noteworthy Tiskilwa physician in the 1800s.  

In the past month, we have spent several hours cleaning the windows as well 
as constructing and installing a framework for display in two triptychs in the 
east and west corners of the former altar area. We used the windows with 
family names we couldn’t trace. We are planning to have the windows 
professionally appraised before we take further action. Come on down to the 
Museum on Main to enjoy the display any Saturday! 

Left: Betsy Salsman (THS ’70) is among the volunteers who have been 
working carefully to clean the glass and restore the wooden frames.  
Right: The lighted windows in the corners are a lovely complement to our  
array of wedding attire. On display: Marie Johnston Steimle (THS ’23) wore 
this midnight blue velvet dress and pillbox hat when she married Charles 
Steimle (THS ’23) on September 26, 1936, at St. Mary’s Church, Tiskilwa.  

Last month, Betsy Salsman shared with us the charming article written by her 
mother, Madge Hale, and published in the Bureau Valley Chief on December 
7, 1989.  Madge cleverly “speaks in the voice” of the old church: “While I sit 
here in my quiet surroundings, I would like to reminisce with my friends in 
Tiskilwa.”  She proceeds to look around the neighborhood and remark on the 
people and the businesses nearby, starting in the early 1890s and then 
jumping to the 1950s and 1960s, when “Ernest Reynolds walks out his door 
to go to his job as postmaster. His wife Lillian is on her way to teach math at 
the high school. . . Hark! What’s that I hear? A parade coming down the hard 
road. . . Suppose any of these band members might have had relatives in the 
first band that marched down that same road?”  

The ending is especially poignant: “You and I have covered several 
generations, but now I sit here in the dark, my windows boarded up. Propped 
up with no basement to keep me warm. . . I will be leaving soon. My last 
promise to you, my dear friends: I will always be a house of the Lord and 
serve Him well. But it will never be the same. Farewell.”  

Sources:  The Bureau Valley Chief, Bureau County Republican, LaSalle News 
Tribune, Tiskilwa Pow Wow Days Committee notecard, printed in 1977. Madge’s entire 
article is available to read at the research table, Gallery 1, Museum on Main.  
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POSTING for Director (Part-time position) 
TTiisskkiillwwaa  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSoocciieettyy  

Editor’s Note: We are beginning our search for a new director to fill Cecille 
Gerber’s role but as a paid position. Below you’ll find the information that 
will soon be posted in print and social media. As needed or requested, Cele 
will be mentoring the new director throughout the first months of the 
position. If you are interested in finding out more or in sending your resume, 
please contact our T-H-S president Bill Wendle, bwendle@gmail.com.   

 
About the job 

• $18-$20/hour 
• 30-40 hours per month initially, increasing to 50-

60 hours per month 
• Flexible hours; many tasks can be performed 

remotely 

About Tiskilwa Historical Society (T-H-S) 
The society was founded in 2006 as an all-volunteer not-for-profit with 
the mission to collect, preserve and display items from Tiskilwa and 
the vicinity. Our primary museum is the former United Methodist 
Church built in 1855. Exhibits are displayed on the ground floor, and 
the former sanctuary on the upper level is used for monthly community 
programs. Our second museum is the former American Legion Hall, 
and it houses military artifacts and a replica of a one-room 
schoolhouse. We have 370 members, with more than half living 
outside the area. Our hands-on board members perform most of the 
tasks associated with the operation of T-H-S, and our organization is a 
vibrant part of the community. We are judicious in our spending and 
routinely finish the year with a small surplus. In 2023, we wrapped up 
a capital campaign, raising $266,000 (106% of the goal). The 
directorship is currently a volunteer position, and the incumbent is a 
founding member of T-H-S. She is ready to begin phasing out of the 
directors’ role but continuing as a board member.  
Essential Functions 

• Oversee two facilities and assure that essential tasks are 
being completed by volunteers, including staffing the 
museums during our Saturday “open” hours. 

• Select content, write articles, and create the layout for our 
quarterly Wapsipinicon newsletter. 

• Write promotional material for events and exhibits, and 
supply to social and printed media. 

• Work with a committee of board members to plan programs, 
recruit speakers, co-sponsor programs with community 
organizations. 

• Act as the spokesperson for T-H-S and collaborate with 
community organizations in historical projects. 

• Work with the treasurer and other board members to monitor 
the organization’s financial health, apply for grants, plan 
facility improvements, raise funds if needed. 

• Identify and coordinate opportunities to enhance museum 
exhibits and expand the reach of our society. 

• With the president, prepare agenda for monthly meeting.  

Important skills & traits 
• Effective leadership in an all-volunteer environment 
• Written and oral communication skills, including public 

speaking 
• Creativity 
• Can-do attitude 
• Enthusiasm for local history 
• Skilled use of print and social media 

LOOKING BACK ON BRIGHT & SHINY “WALK TISKILWA” 

Numerous vendors displayed their wares at the Library and St. Mary’s church 
hall. At left: Meredith Spainhour, Mitzi Roberts Spainhour (THS ’81), and 
Juanita Roberts-Beams. The three petting zoos were among the biggest hits of 
Walk Tiskilwa.  At right: Audrena Tucker and her mom Justine Longeville 
admired denizens of Dugosh Farms. Throughout the event, Scott Bickett (THS 
’80) filled the air of Main Street with festive holiday music.

“Trouble with a Capital T”   ~~ A Century Ago 
Tiskilwa’s former mayor, Randy Philhower (THS ’71), continues to come across 
items of interest for our historical society.  Among his recent donations are the 
court proceedings as recorded by Police Magistrate A.B. Blake between 1909 
and 1921. Here are a few dramatic entries:  
 
February 3d, 1909: Now comes Village Constable Charles Beyers with one 
George K---, who the said constable arrested for disturbing the peace and 
quiet by using vulgar and obscene language at the entrance to the Tiskilwa 
Opera House on the evening of February 2d, 1909. Defendant George K --- 
pleads guilty. Fine assessed at $5.00, plus court costs 
$2.25. Fine paid in cash and defendant discharged.  
 
April 30th, 1917: Now comes John Smith, village 
marshal, with Howard K--- whom he has arrested for 
violating a village ordinance by riding a bicycle on 
the public sidewalks.  Defendant pleads guilty. Fine 
assessed at $1.00. Costs taxed at $1.50. Fine and costs 
paid.  Defendant discharged.  
 

TTIISSKKIILLWWAA  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  
Annual dues:  Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 

MEMBERSHIP:   Individual $15; Family $20 
SPONSORSHIP:  (Includes membership dues – and it’s tax deductible!) 

 Friend: $50      Promoter: $100      Patron: $250      
Bronze Ben: $500; Silver Ben: $1,000; Gold Ben: $2,500; Platinum: $5,000+ 
Name        
Address        
City    State             ZIP   
Email    _______  ____DATE: ___________ 

In addition, I’m enclosing a MEMORIAL DONATION  
of $  in memory of      

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED = $   
Please make check payable to Tiskilwa Historical Society  

and mail it to P.O. Box 87, Tiskilwa, IL 61368.  Thank you. 

IIff  yyoouu  pprreeffeerr  ttoo  uussee  aa  pprriinnttaabbllee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ffoorrmm,,  ggoo  ttoo  oouurr  wweebbssiittee,,  
tiskilwahistoricalsociety.org.  YYoouu’’llll  ffiinndd  iitt  iinn  aa  lliinnkk  oonn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppaaggee..  
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Every year, our dauntless secretary, Julie Sampson (THS ’67) 
prepares an Activities Report recapping our numerous 

projects and events. Here are a few vital statistics. 

Go Figure: Stats for 2023 
491: Number of attendees at 11 programs and events 

447:  Number of visitors who signed in on Saturdays at MoM 
102: Number of visitors who signed in on first Saturdays at GoG 

370:  Number of Members & Sponsors 
3,017:  Estimated volunteer hours 

813: Followers on Facebook page. (It sounds modest, but it does surpass 
the population number of 750 on our Tiskilwa sign!)  

95:  Average monthly number of hits on our website 
MEMBERSHIP GROWTH: The totals at the end of these years:  

 2006: 45       2011: 250  2016: 304    2023:  370   

Time, Talent, Treasure Keep Home Fires Burning

’
’ . Thank you . . . 

* to Jeff Prusator (THS ’86) 
’ “ ”

Jeff is a fantastic addition to the board – smart guy, a good listener 
with helpful professional experience, he knows and loves the area. 
* to Jan Pruitt Lohaus (THS ’73) 

* to Joy, C. Richard & Candice & Family, Joellen Schertz

Clifford  Eleanor Schertz
’

* to many volunteers

et al.
And on behalf of our entire community . . . THANK YOU TO 

TISKILWA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FOR YOUR WORK
2021

2022
2023:  

Annual

HHiissttoorryy  MMyysstteerryy  ffoorr  MMaarrcchh 

Baseball was a very big deal in Tiskilwa in the early 20th century. Can you 
figure out the location of this “rough-but-ready” ballfield by identifying the 
building left of the grandstands in this photo?  Or I.D. the handsome lad?  

HHiissttoorryy  MMyysstteerryy  SSoollvveedd: The building is our 1898 Tiskilwa depot. The 
proud player is Ralph Waldo Emerson Chenoweth (1876-1951), the great-
great uncle of Tiskilwa’s Thompson “kids:” Susan, Clark, and Jerry.  
Special note: The ballfield photo will be in a new exhibit “1912,” open March 
1 to December 14 at the Bureau County History Center, Princeton. They 
have built an exhibit around the year of the tragic sinking of The Titanic, April 
14-15, 1912. Starting with the stories of the family of Titanic survivors who 
would come to live in Princeton, they take a look at what was happening 
throughout Bureau County in that year. From the sad, to the humorous, to 
the criminal, to the scandalous, to the political – our county had it all in 1912! 

Mural Details Added with Descriptions and Credits 
During the months since the photographic mural was installed, 
several people have inquired who the photographers are. The result: a
sharp new sign with their names as well as a description of the 
historic Mount Bloom Cemetery
steps; the Hennepin Canal, Lock 
11; the CRI&P depot, and the
Civil War Monument. Stop by to 
read it sometime! 
On a bright and sunny, snow-
covered January morning, the 
three photographers gathered to 
claim what surely is the largest
print ever made of their photos.
From left: Cecille Gerber (THS 
’63), Dave Horst (THS ’74), and 
Nancy Harmon (THS ’76).

As the sign proudly proclaims: “TISKILWA: Where the Past Is
Present. Tiskilwa Historical Society dedicates this mural to the 
people of Tiskilwa, past and present, for their contributions to the 
quality of life in our community. August 5, 2023” By the way – again 
in response to inquiries – please rest assured that the photos are 
printed on metal and covered with a weather-resistant coating.

The Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com     Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com 

CCoolllleeccttoorr’’ss  CCoorrnneerr::  AAllll  TThhiinnggss  TTiisskkiillwwaa
 Four Artistic Notecards of Tiskilwa Scenes: 
Watercolors by T-H-S member Jan Lohaus 
(THS ’73) for a suggested donation of $10, 
with all proceeds to T-H-S. Other items 
available: T-shirts in navy or gray ($15); long-
sleeved gray shirt ($20); THS Alumni 
Directory: 1878-1995 ($15). Please add a few 
dollars if you’d like us to mail the item(s) to you.  

In Memoriam 
Thank you for these memorials, received since our previous newsletter. 

Bill Anderson Ed Miller 
Delmar Beams Bud & Madeline Nordstrom 
Maynard & Lois Biel Barbara Jane Friel Perry 
Blake & Benson Families Fred & Terry Roberts 
Madge Brieser Holton & Cherry Ann Rosenquist 
Orville & Bessie Brokaw Laurence Stalter 
Gene Gustafson Pam Sterling 
Richard Hedrich  Mel Tyne 
Helen Kenney The Vail Family 
Ed Magnuson Clifford Vaughn 
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Thanks to Karen Parish, Tiskilwa, for sharing this splendid (and 
encouraging) image with us, taken in her backyard on July 15, 2023: 
a dramatic Tiger Swallowtail Butterfly on a coneflower. Karen tells us  
“My photography hobby has allowed me to capture the beauty of wildlife and 
nature that have always been so important to me.”  
To see more of Karen’s photography, check out her Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/kparish1012?mibextid=ibOpuV 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These generous businesses help to defray postage costs. 
 
 
 
 
Kris:   
Please use the same set-up as the DEC 2023 issue 
for this ad:  140East 
 
I have an image for the Dugosh Farms, but it’s 
merely a pic the guy shot with his cell phone. Not 
good.  Could you recreate it?   
 
I will send a logo Crescent Ridge Wind Farm. 
 
For the fourth slot, would you design a Happy 
Spring wish, perhaps with a little fella who looks 
like Peter Cottontail?  
 
Thanks!  cg 
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New Gateway to “Mount Bloom North”
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These generous businesses help to defray postage costs.

Kris:  

Please use the same set-up as the MARCH. 2023
issue.

Kelly’s Place
John F. Hedrich
140East
DOC’s Blacksmith

Thanks from Cele
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309-944-5601

FULTON
1404 14th Ave
815-589-3232

www.central-bank.com
Search App Central Bank Illinois

Member FDIC

o pay postge cost s.

JOH F

Trial Lawyer
∑

726 South Main Street
Princeton, I61356

815-872-1010

The Tiskilwa Inn, 155 High Street, has a storied history and a bright 
future. This 1848 home, one of Tisklwa’s oldest, has been elegantly
restored by owners Bob Sash and Michael Kovacs. This view of the
Italianate beauty is from the west; the early 20th-century photo in
our page 3 feature is from the north. The resident innkeepers are
putting on the finishing touches to welcome guests this month.

Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com

These generous businesses help
pay printing and postage costs.These generous businesses help to defray postage costs. 
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HAPPY SPRING!


